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The Board of Regents, 
which governs all colleges and 
universities in Louisiana, has 
developed a Master Plan for 
Higher Education which set 
new admissions standards for 
universities beginning with the 
fall 2005 semester. 

The new entering freshman 
applicant must show proof of 
completion of Board of Regents 
core requirements (currently 
TOPS core curriculum) of 16.5 
course units. Successful com- 
pletion of core requirements 
‘| will be monitored by the Board 
of Regents/Department of Edu- 
cation for all Louisiana high 
school graduates. 

New applicants must have 
a high school transcript show- 
ing a 2.0 G.P.A. LSUS admis- 
sions and records will accept a 
current unofficial transcript, a 
letter from the school or a cur- 
rent grade report showing a 
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BY SHANDRIKA JACKSON—— 


About 130 students from 
both LSUS and Centenary Col- 
lege recently attended the Law 
Forum: "The American Jury: 
The American People in Ac- 
tion." 

Garrett P. LaBorde, attor- 
ney at law and narrator for the 
event, said, "The program is a 
part of the official National 
Law Day held each year on 
May 1, but because of finals 
schedule here [LSUS] the event 
was held earlier. National Law 
Day is designed to help people 
understand how law keeps us 
free and how our legal system 
strives to achieve justice.” 

The main theme for the 
evening was the importance of 
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cumulative G.P.A. of at least 2.0 
as proof of meeting this re- 
quirement for a provisional ad- 
mission. Students will be 


the American jury. 

LaBorde said, "This theme 
reminds us that trial by jury 
was one of the rights Ameri- 
cans fought for in seeking our 


New requirements may affect enrollment 


informed that an official tran- 
Script must be received in the 
Admissions and Records office 
before the 14th day of classes in 


sisted of attorneys: Donald R. 
Miller, William Kending, Shan- 
nan L, Hicks and the Honor- 
able Jeannette G. Garrett of the 
Ist Judicial District Court. Each 


"| never knew that serving on a jury was 


such an important civic duty until tonight.” 


Meagan Hall 


Sophomore Criminal Justice Major 
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independence. The Founders 
Saw juries as a cornerstone of 
freedom, a way for the people 
to resist tyranny of an unjust 
government.” 

The panel assembled con- 


of the panelists proceeded to 
give information and a brief 
history of the American jury 
system. Each panelist dis- 
cussed past stories of their ex- 
periences. with. juries. The 


a regular term and the 7th day 
of classes in a summer term. 
Applicants must also pro- 
vide a transcript showing proof 
of graduating in the top 50 per- 
cent of their high school gradu- 
ating classes or obtain a 20 
composite score on the ACT, 
Applicants must show a 
need for only one developmen- 
tal course. The student can then 
enroll in only one developmen- 
tal course for the fall or spring 
terms. The cutoff for develop- 
mental placement is an English 


1 sub score of 18 for English 
| courses and a math sub score of 


18 for math courses. If the stu- 
dent is enrolling for the fall 
term, and his/her scores indi- 
cate placement in two develop- 
mental courses, the student will 
not be admitted to LSUS. The 
student may complete the de- 
velopmental courses at a com- 
munity college and be 
admitted to LSUS later as a 
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Attorneys express importance of juries to future lawyers 


panelists all agreed that the 
American Jury is one of the 
most important aspects of the 
American legal system. 

Kenning said, " I think the 
jury system is a fine balance be- 
tween public and government. 
The jury allows ordinary peo- 
ple to experience the legal 
process first hand. Jury trials 
are the most exciting things we 
get to do as lawyers” 

In a recent ABA study, Per- 
ceptions of the U.S. Justice Sys- 
tem, a sampling of the 
American public agreed by 78 
percent that" the jury system is 
the most fair way to determine 
the guilt or innocence of a per- 


son accused of a crime.” 


"I have yet to have a jury to . 
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Corrections 
Last week we ran a story about Spring Fling that implied the event took place 
last Thursday and Friday. However, it takes place next Thursday and Friday, 
April 28-29. 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects 

the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to 

provide information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve 

students, faculty and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as 

guaranteed in the First Amendment of the Constitution. Letters to the 

Editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the right to edit let- 
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The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
es. 


Comments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Nikki Mora, Ed- 
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What if someone asked you 
to give up some of your free- 
doms for more security? Would 
you comply? In a way, the USA 
Patriot Act is asking that very 
question. 

lam in support of the USA 
Patriot Act. 1am all for "Uniting 
and Strengthening America by 
Providing Appropriate Tools 
Required to Intercept and Ob- 
struct Terrorism.” The USA Pa- 
triot Act is 342 pages long. It 
was written, passed by Con- 
gress and signed into law by 
President Bush just 45 days af- 
ter the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on 
the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon. 

It is designed to help our 
intelligence agencies to investi- 
gate and track suspected terror- 
ists and their supporters. 
Although many believe that the 
Patriot Act is much more likely 
to be a threat to the rights of or- 
dinary Americans than an im- 
pediment to terrorists, I fully 
support our government doing 
what it can to prevent another 
9/11. I feel completely comfort- 
able expressing my support of 
the Patriot Act because of hav- 
ing actually read it. 


Before jumping on the 
Anti-Patriot Act bandwagon 
because you hear someone talk 
about infringing on your rights, 
I suggest you do your home- 
work and read it. I won't take 
up space in this piece attempt- 
ing to explain the Act in its en- 
tirety. If you have or want to 
have an opposing opinion, it is 
up to you to find out what the 
Patriot Act is and how it works. 
Only then can you make a con- 
scious decision to be for or 
against it. After reading every 
article of the document and 
having it explained to me, I de- 
cided that my rights have not 
been infringed upon. So what if 
I have to take my shoes off at 
the airport screening location (a 
frequent complaint of some 
friends)? 

I believe that the only peo- 
ple that should have a com- 
plaint or a worry are those 
people who are doing some- 
thing illegal. 1 would welcome 
"big brother" into my home. 
My family has nothing to hide. 
Many have said that dissenting 
against the Patriot Act is unpa- 
triotic or even treasonous. I dis- 
agree. If giving up a few of my 
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liberties helps to prevent future 
acts of terrorism, who am I to 
complain? Besides, thousands 
of our best and bravest young 
men and women, including 
myself, have given up their lib- 
erties for this country's security. 
My support of the Patriot Act is 
not without reservations, 

I don't think any reason- 
able person should be able to 
maintain that the Act is perfect 
as is. At the same time, it is not 
reasonable to suggest that the 
entire Act be thrown out. Most 
of the sections of the Patriot Act 
simply make sense, changing 
the rules to reflect newer tech- 
nologies. But other sections of 
the law can go too far if abused. 
More than a dozen sections of 
the USA Patriot Act are set to 
expire on Dec. 31. That leaves 
plenty of time for an open de- 
bate about what works and 
what doesn't. 

We should remember that 
the act was passed with haste, 
but it can be amended with 
care. 


Kemisha Ware 
senior, 
mass communication major 
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The Almagest letters policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through letters to the editor. Letters 
should be typed and double spaced. Please include your classification and 
major. Letters should be submitted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. 
on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous and 
anonymous letters will not be printed. 


The Almagest reserves the right to edit all letters. 


Alfhagest 


Thursday, April 21, 2005 3 


New orientation options help transfer students 


BY SHANDRIKA JACKSON—— 


At one time all incoming 
students at LSUS were required 
to physically attend student 
orientation, whether they were 
an entering freshman or a 
transfer student. That is no 
longer the case for new transfer 
students at LSUS. The new vir- 
tual transfer orientation 
process takes only a short 
amount of time to complete in 
front of the computer. 

"The virtual transfer orien- 
tation process was so simple,” 
said William Grant, junior busi- 
ness management major. “I was 
able to complete the entire 


process in véry little time on 
my own schedule, which was 
very convenient for me." 
Transfer students are now 
allowed to participate in the 
virtual orientation at their 
leisure. This orientation con- 
tains all the information of a 
regular orientation without 
having a set time for atten- 
dance at the university. The vir- 
tual transfer orientation is 
available only for transfer stu- 
dents, not incoming freshman. 
"The program allows trans- 
fer students to become familiar 
with policies, procedures, re- 
sources and opportunities that 
are somewhat different from 


their previous college or uni- 
versity,” said Paula Lewis, di- 
rector of student development 
and counseling. “The virtual 
transfer orientation allows 
transfer students the freedom 
to complete the entire orienta- 
tion process from their home or 
work at their convenience." 

At the end of the virtual 
transfer orientation students 
are then given a quiz over the 
orientation information. Stu- 
dents are required to make a 
least a 90 percent on the final 
quiz to ensure completion of 
the orientation. 

"By quizzing transfer stu- 
dents beforehand we decrease 


the amount of problems stu- 
dents may face later on,” said 
Lewis, “About 130 transfer stu- 
dents have already completed 
the virtual transfer orientation 
process.” 

After the virtual transfer 
orientation has been complet- 
ed, students are then given di- 
rections for their academic 
deans and advisers. 

"The process has become so’ 
simple that transfer students 
can now be advised by tele- 
phone to ensure even more 
convenience,” said Lewis. 

Transfer students may ac- 
cess the virtual orientation via 
the LSUS Web site. To log on to 


virtual transfer orientation, stu- 
dents are asked to use their so- 
cial security number as their 
student ID, It is important to 
use the social security number 
to ensure the admission infor- 
mation can be processed effi- 
ciently. Using any other 
number will not only delay the 
admissions file but also delay 
the advising process. 

"I wish LSUS had a virtual 
transfer orientation session 
when I transferred from LA 
Tech University,” said Tamiko 
Jones, junior math major. “I 
think it is a great concept that 
will draw more transfer stu- 
dents to LSUS.” 


Art gallery showcases student creativity 


BY DANA SMELSER 


Artwork by students in the 
department of fine arts is being 
showcased in the art gallery of 
the University Center. 

Several pieces are on dis- 
play from all groups of media 
including drawing, painting, 
design, sculpture and computer 
graphics. 

The pieces are selected by 
the instructors from the best 


work produced by the students 
as classwork in color theme, 
drawing, design, computer 
graphics, painting and water 
colors. 

According to Dr. Rhys 
Roark, who teaches art appreci- 
ation, the student show is a way 
to showcase the department 
and what is being offered in the 
LSUS fine arts division. 

"There is some good art 
showing,” said Roark. "More 


pieces were submitted than 
could be displayed.” 

Students voluntarily sub- 
mit pieces for consideration in 
the show to LaMoyne Batten, 
professor of fine arts. Studio in- 
structors including Robert 
Hooper, artist in residence, and 
Jason Mackowiak, associate 
professor of fine arts, assist Bat- 
ten in selecting pieces for dis- 
play. 

"The art in the show is very 


good, featuring the 
best pieces pro- 
duced this year by 
our fine arts stu- 
dents,” Batten said. 

Students can 
enjoy the art while 
studying or hang- 
ing out in the Uni- 
versity Center. The 


display is open 
during building 
hours and will con- 
tinue through 
April 27. 

"Il bet they 


could sell some of 
that art," said Brit- 
tany Lyman, a jun- 
ior psychology 
major. "There are 
some very interest- 
ing pieces.” 

Most of the art 
pieces are for sale. Those inter- 
ested in purchasing a piece 
must contact the student artist 
directly. 

No instructor art is being 
showcased although summer 
exhibits are being planned now 
which may include a mix of 
student and instructor art. 

Batten said, “The art show 
is not about individual students 
so much as showcasing what is 
offered in the fine arts program 
here at LSUS.” 

Batten said the art program 


Anore Menard 


has grown from 30 to 80 stu- 
dents and that the art show is a 
large part of that growth. 

"The show is designed 
specifically so that high school 
classes come out and see what 
the fine arts program can teach 
them," Batten said. "It is a re- 
cruitment tool like the LSUS 
calendar that comes out every 
year. The idea is to feature the 
range of art taught at LSUS in 
hopes of attracting students.” 
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get it wrong. There is some- 
thing special about a group of 
ordinary citizens collectively 
making a decision,” said Gar- 
rett of the 1st Judicial District 
Court. 

Students from many differ- 
ent classifications and majors 
were in attendance for the 
event. 

"I never knew that serving 
on a jury was such an impor- 
tant civic duty until tonight. 
Many people try to avoid jury 
duty, but they really should 
not,” said Meagan Hall, sopho- 
more criminal justice major. 

The panelists also gave tips 
to students wanting to enter 
the legal profession. Garrett 
said, "The best advice I can 


AMA-sponsored fashion show 


give under- 
graduates is to major in some- 
thing non-useful like history or 
political science. Both give stu- 
dents the proper reading com- 
prehension skills needed in the 
legal profession.” 

Hicks said, "As future 
lawyers, be aware of people's 
perceptions of lawyers before- 
hand. Law is about working 
with the people for the people.” 

Kedrian Cooper, freshman 
history major, said, "I thought 
this presentation was very in- 
formative. I learned many new 
things about the legal system 


that I did not know." 

The Shreveport Bar 
Association sponsored the 
event which took place 


Wednesday, April 13, at 6:30 
p-m. in the Science Lecture 
Auditorium. 


promotes professional attire 


BY SANELA TOMIC 


Common Hour will not be 
so common today. LSUS stu- 
dents and faculty will have the 
opportunity to attend the fash- 
ion show in the UC Theatre or- 
ganized by the American 
Marketing Association. 

The traditional fashion 
show has grown in popularity 
through the years. "It was a 
much smaller production be- 
fore, but this time we are trying 
to get the entire campus in- 
volved,” said Megan Crafts, 
president of the AMA and sen- 
ior marketing major. "In order 
to get some publicity, we have 
covered the entire campus with 
flyers, and we also have had an 
ad in the Toilet Paper." 

Male and female models, 
selected from throughout the 
campus, will display profes- 
sional attire, business wear and 
business casual wear. Show 
models, 11 females and seven 
males who will volunteer their 
time, are going to represent a 
wide array of body types and 
features. They were chosen 
based on their confidence, atti- 
tude and stage presence. 

"Tam not sure I will make 
a career out of modeling, but I 
am happy to do something that 
promotes school activities,” 
said Rodney Moore, a finance 
major and one of the models. 

"Tam a little bit apprehen- 
sive about the upcoming show, 
although this will not be my 


first modeling gig,” said model 
Ben Arnold, a senior in the 
American Humanics program. 

Vernae Ewing, a senior 
marketing major, committed 
several weeks to this project. 
She was able to get women's 
apparel stores "New To You" 
and "Talbot's," as well as "Bar- 
ty's Menswear" to sponsor the 
show. 

"The show will open with a 
little fashion-police skit which 
will warn people what not to 
wear to an interview or to the 
office," said Ewing. "Come pre- 
pared to be impressed and en- 
tertained.” 

Jasmine Whitewater is the 
emcee. She will welcome the 
viewers, introduce models and 
discuss each outfit. During the 
show, audience members will 
periodically receive prizes, like 
gift certificates to local restau- 
rants. Handouts with some 
tips, business fashion do’s and 
don'ts, will also be distributed. 
The event is going to be free 
and open to the public. 

Planning and publicizing 
this event was a creative expe- 
rience that expanded the mar- 
keting knowledge of the 
students involved. AMA will 
attempt to organize its next 
fashion show in September, the 
week before the Career Fair. 
That way the students will 
have the opportunity to get 
timely business-style advice 
and impress potential employ- 
ers, 


MASTER 


continued from page 1 


transfer student. 

"We sent out a letter to 
freshman applicants making 
them aware of the changes 
made to our admissions re- 
quirements,” said Jennifer 
Carter, acting director of Ad- 
missions and Records. "If a stu- 
dent's scores require that they 
take two developmental cours- 
es, we recommend that the stu- 
dent enroll in LSUS' summer 
school and complete one or 
more of the developmental 
courses to be eligible for admis- 


sion in the fall term." 

Students who 
do not meet the ad- 
mission criteria list- 
ed above may be 
considered for an 
exception, and the 
university is allowed 
to accept 15 percent 
of the entering fresh- 
man class and 15 
percent of the enter- 
ing transfer class as 
exceptions. 

These new requirements 
could affect the number of 
freshman applicants to LSUS. If 
the new admission require- 


“We sent out a letter to fresh- 
man applicants making them 
aware of the changes made to 
our admissions requirements.” 


Jennifer Carter 
Acting Director, 
Admissions and Records 


ments were implemented in the 
Fall 2004 freshman class, of the 
543 accepted students only 360 
would have been accepted. 


BECOME THE LEADER 
YOU WERE BORN TO BE. 


Learn firsthand what it takes to lead others as an Officer in the 

United States Army. Officer Candidate School (OCS) provides the 

direction, training and skills you need to become a leader in the 

Army and a leader in life. After completing Basic Combat Training, 

candidates participate in OCS training for 14 weeks and then 

attend the Officer Basic Course. As an Officer, you'll be respected 
_ as a Soldier, an inspiring leader and a servant of the nation. 


ates Army. All rights reserved 


+ To find out more, visit GOARMY.COM/OCS1 or call 1-800-USA-ARMY. 
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Students exchange vows for class assignment 


BY TERRY HANLEY 


Kenna Franklin, professor 


of sociology at LSUS, takes the 
hands-on approach when it 
comes to teaching her Sociolo- 
gy 255 class. On Thursday, 
April 7, the class took part in a 
mock wedding ceremony as 
part of her Marriage and Fami- 
ly course, 

The mock ceremony took 
place at All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist on Ellerbe Road. 
The ceremony was intended to 
help students gain a better un- 
derstanding of the marriage 
process, the first step in a 
union. 

Every student participated 
in the wedding somehow, from 
planning the ceremony down 
to organizing the reception af- 
ter. 

Two students coordinated 
music while two others read in- 
spirational poems. The wed- 
ding party consisted of a bride 
and groom, six bridesmaids, six 
groomsmen, a flower girl and a 
ring bearer. 

The groom was played by 


John Micheal Morgan, and the 
faux bride was Megan Henry. 
Dr. Milton Finley, chairman of 
the history and social sciences 
department, was recruited to 
play the part of man giving 
away the bride. 

The ceremony was per- 
formed by Aaron Watson, a 
member of the Baptist Student 
Union. A reception took place 
afterwards which included a 
real wedding cake. 

In the Marriage and Family 
class students also learn many 
other facets of family living. 
Students are briefed on finding 
and choosing a mate by play- 
ing “The Dating Game,” plan- 
ning and conducting a 
wedding and dealing with 
problems and events that occur 
within a marriage. 

“We have a professional 
therapist come in to visit the 
‘couple’,” said Franklin. 

Students also learn about 
life after marriage and the 
process of building a family to- 
gether with a spouse. They 
learn about the different types 
of families in the United States, 


Beat the MCAT 
price increase! 


The tuition for the #1 MCAT course 
will go up $100 on May 3, 2005. 


Class starts on 
Saturday, May 14th 
at the Shreveport Kaplan Center 
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such as common-law spouses, 
interacial couples and single 
parent homes. They explore the 
ways in which each of these 
arangements function. 

"This class has taught me 
how to relate to family issues 
and prepare myself for the fu- 
ture," said Casey Atkins, a his- 
tory major and bridesmaid in 
the pseudo ceremony. 

More topics discussed in 
the class include introducing a 
mate who is culturally and 
racially different to your fami- 
ly, dealing with the death of a 
spouse and how it affects the 
family situation, blended fami- 
lies and the growing rate of di- 
vorce. 

The class ends with a 
spouse dying. The students 
then attend a mock funeral for 
the deceased. 

“L try to do it in a multicul- 
tural way,” said Franklin, 

This semester the funeral 
will be held at Agudath Achim- 
a, a local Jewish synagogue. 

Students interested in the 
course can talk further with 
Franklin in BH 455. 


BY CARMEN FLETCHER 


For the second year in a 
row, Pilots men's basketball 
coach, Chad McDowell, has 
been elected as Louisiana's 
Small College Coach of the 
Year. 

Men's college basketball 
head coaches in all divisions of 
the state selected McDowell to 
receive the award. To honor all 
players and coaches, the 
Louisiana Association of Bas- 
ketball Coaches will host the 
31st Annual Awards Banquet in 
Baton Rouge on Saturday, May 
7. 

This is McDowell's third 
trip in four years. Before being 
named Small College Coach of 
the year, he was high school's 
state Coach of the Year while 
he was coaching at Southwood 
High School. 

"I'm honored,” said Mc- 
Dowell. “Tt tells the story of the 
success of the team and the suc- 
cess of our players. I honestly 


consider it to be the player's 
award.” 

McDowell said that every 
player could walk up and re- 
ceive the award, but since that 
is not possible, he will serve as 
a representative of the LSUS 
men’s basketball team. 

"It's great to work with 
him,” said Casey Collins, on- 
line sports announcer for the 
Pilots. “He has had tremen- 
dous success everywhere he 
has been—from Byrd, to South- 
wood and now to LSUS. He 
will continue his success be- 
cause he knows the game very 
well and knows how to adapt 
to his players.” 

McDowell said all the 
recognition he receives is a di- 
rect result of the players and as- 
sistant coaches. McDowell said 
"Success leads to individual 
honors given to players and 
coaches, which then leads to re- 
cruiting.” 

Though McDowell has re- 
ceived this honor, he knows he 


“8 Terry HANEY 
John Micheal Morgan and Megan Henry tied the knot ina 
mock ceremony for Kenna Franklin's Marriage and Family 
class. 


LSUS coach receives award again 


has to stay level headed with 
his feet planted firmly on the 
ground. 

"Better than any honor that 
you can receive at any banquet 
for coaching, the biggest honor 
that a coach can receive is when 
the players on his team say 
things like: ‘Thank you for 
everything;’ ‘I've learned a lot 
about basketball and about life, 
and I've had the best time do- 
ing so; and 'Thanks for making 
my basketball experience fun." 

Another honor that Mc- 
Dowell said is an ultimate com- 
pliment is the fact that parents 
see him not only as a good 
coach but also as a good man. 
He said he is taken aback when 
he hears, "I'm glad my son had 
the opportunity to play for a 
coach like you." 

McDowell said the parents 
don't just take into considera- 
tion his knowledge for the 
game of basketball but the val- 
ues of his life and the work eth- 
ic he has. 
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Jason’s Flick Picks 


BY JASON LIMERICK 


“The 
Amityville 
Horror” 


I'm not the biggest fan of 
horror movies, especially 
horror remakes. Don't get me 
wrong, when they're done 
well they're great: “Exorcist,” 
“Psycho,” “Poltergeist.” But 
overall the genre has been 
beaten into submission by a 
string of cheese-ball flicks. 
It's always “bigger is better,” 
with someone trying to find a 
new way to spill blood on the 
screen. 

Along the way they've 
lost track of the suspense of 
the unseen, the fear of the un- 
known. That's one of the 
problems with this remake. 
It builds an interesting, tense 
little house but then knocks it 
aside with huge gusts of com- 
puter-generated ghouls. 

It's a typical haunted- 
house movie, and. as per most 
haunted house movies the di- 
alog is ridiculous and laugh- 
able. The touching moments 


when we're suppose d to feel 
the pain of loss in a family 
that has lost its father or the 
anguish of the step-dad just 
trying to be accepted are just 
plain silly. And if you can 
manage not to laugh at them 
you ‘re on your way to enjoy- 
ing yourself. For the most 
part, the acting is dreadful. 
However, I was once again 
impressed by Ryan Reynolds. 
I like this kid. You may re- 
member him from “Van 
Wilder” or “Blade Trinity.” 
He's got a charisma to him, 
something like what Bill 
Murray has, this sly confi- 
dent wit that makes him hard 
not to like, but with lots of 
muscles. He's also getting 
pretty good with his dramat- 
ic work, If he were just a little 
more careful with the roles he 
chooses, he could be huge 
one day. Anyway he does a 
great job here and makes 
what could have been an 
over the top ham-handed 
transition from nice guy to 
psycho into something subtle 
and nuanced. I was really 
surprised. 

The movie was better 
than I expected. There were 
moments that creeped me out 
a little and I did get pretty en- 
grossed for a little bit. The 
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problem is that just when | 
would be getting into it, 
maybe getting a little scared, 
they'd put in some ridiculous 
computer-generated demon 
in the corner or some crazy 
flashy camera trick. The di- 
rector played every cliched 
horror card he could muster 
from his deck and basically 
turned this into another car- 
bon-copy, cookie-cutter freak 
show. 

Still, | was surprised to 
find myself liking it for the 
most part. And there were 
some things | really enjoyed: 
Reynolds’ performance was 
satisfactory; the use of the 
home movies as a segue was 
kind of creepy; the climax 
was adequately thrill-ful; and 
scenes made me jump once or 
twice. Overall I'd recommend 
this to any horror fans. It's on 
the better side of the genre. 
However, if you're looking 
for an interesting, well acted, 
character-driven film, well 
then why would you go see 
“Amityville Horror?” That's 
kind of stupid; go watch 
something with Kevin 
Spacey or Edward Norton in 
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Australian octet’s second album piles on heaps of colorful indie-pop 


BY ERIC PULSIFER 


Boy, I sure do hate Rob 
Thomas. I fear accidentally 
falling asleep with VH1 in the 
background, worrying I'll have 
nightmares of Thomas, John 
Mayer and Maroon 5 mending 
together at knees and elbows to 
form some kind of giant Cau- 
casian, contemporary pop su- 
per-star Voltron robot. Thomas 
serves as the torso, Mayer the 
abdomen and the five boys of 
Maroon (There's five, huh? 
There had better be.) take on 
the duty of arms, legs and chest 
plate. 

But the point is Thomas 
heads up the hypothetical 
nightmare thing; it seems like 
he's been pissing me off for the 
longest. And now with his stu- 
pid little come-back thing he's 
got a Justin Timberlake-in- 
spired haircut and a “new” 
sound ready to woo women in 


SS 


their early 30s everywhere. 

But I'll be all right; there is 
hope. For every bland pop-rock 
star there's an Architecture in 
Helsinki or an Arcade Fire to 
balance out the things in the 
musical universe. 

This is the second album 
from the Australian octet. It’s a 
colorful mixture of toy instru- 
ments, electronics and cham- 


ber-pop and was created in 
their own studio which they 
call — and I kid you not— 
Super Melody World Studio. 
But after listening to the al- 
bum’s 15 tracks, I find it easy to 
see why. 

“In Case We Die” sounds 
like some kids broke into a 
high school band room, 
downed a bottle of happy pills 


International Lincoln Center 
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and hummingbird feed and 
recorded all the cheerful chaos 
that ensued. 

The album's opening track 
“Nevereverdid” begins like the 
soundtrack to a black and 
white horror movie then gives 
way to a little piano tune and a 
bouncing tuba melody with 
staccato hits of woodblocks 
and cymbals that seem random 
until a simmering drum roll 
rises from the chaos and brings 
on a tempo change, tying the 
loose bits together and kicking 
off the third and entirely differ- 
ent part of the song. 

It's what the band does 
track after track: bizarre songs 
that lack traditional structure 
but are packed to the brim with 
originality. They unfold like the 
sweet-scented paper of a bub- 
blegum wrapper. 

Unfortunately, the gleeful- 
ness can get to be a little too 
much after a few tracks into the 
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album, but fans of the Poly- 
phonic Spree or Belle and Se- 
bastian shouldn't have too 
much trouble diggesting the 
delightful indie-pop of Archi- 
tecture in Helsinki. Their bright 
songs are entertaining, but 
some manage to annoy more 
than captivate the listener. It 
takes an open mind and a thor- 
ough understanding that music 
doesn’t always have to be seri- 
ous to fully appreciate the 
band’s sound. 

So obviously the unadven- 
turous VH1 viewer might find 
it to be too much of a chore to 
get into. But who cares what 
they think; they like Rob 
Thomas. 


WRI 


American Studies 


Register for courses and balance only in the American Studies Office (BH 321) NO LATER THAN 
APRIL 15, 2005. For information contact Dr. Pederson at wpederso@pilot./sus.edu or (318) 797-5138. 


8 Thursday, April 21, 2005 


Thursday, April 21 


Blood Drive 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Faculty Council 


10:30 a.m. 


College Republicans 
General Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
AMA Fashion Show 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
SGA Meeting 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
Metro Bible Study 


8 p.m. 


Friday, April 22 


Academic Awards 


8 a.m. 


Academic Awards Convocation 


12:15 p.m. 


Tuesday, April 26 


Chancellor’s Office 
Annual Service Awards 
1:30 p.m. 

SOC Awards 
5 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 


Campus Jazz Band Concert 


7 p.m. 
Chi Alpha Meeting 
7 p.m. 
GCAC Conference 


Wednesday, April 27 


$1 lunch at the BCM 
12 p.m. 


Thursday, April 28 


Preview - Freshman Open House 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Spring Fling 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Metro Bible Study 
8 p.m. 


Students put on production of ‘Summer Dreams 


BY CATHERINE McNair — 


Love, fantasy, comedy and 
drama are interwoven in the 
play and film versions of "Sum- 
mer Dreams.” The one-act play 
and 35-minute film were pre- 
sented in the University The- 
atre Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday evenings. 

"Summer Dreams" is set in 
the Hampton Roads area of 
southeastern Virginia in 1957. 
It is the fourth part of "Sum- 
mers in Suffolk,” a series writ- 
ten by Sheri Bailey. "Summer 
Dreams" is the fourth part of 
the six-play series about four 
African-American Tidewater 
families that spans from 1870 to 
1997. 

The story focuses on Edna 
Wilder (Leah James), a 26-year- 
old school teacher whose lover, 
Monroe Roosevelt (Atonus Per- 
ry), left her 11 years earlier 
when he found out she was 
pregnant. Edna had been sent 
to an institution where she re- 
mained mute for three years. 
Her son had been raised to be- 


lieve that Edna was just his old- 
er sister. 

When her two. closest 
friends, Maggie (Barbara Stew- 
art) and Esper Brinkley 
(Charles Montgomery) inform 
her that Monroe is returning 
home, Edna is forced to deal 
with the past. 

Edna was looking for "any 
outlet she could to come to 
terms” with her relationship 
with Monroe, Stewart said. 

Robert Alford II, assistant 
professor of communications, 
agreed that news of Monroe's 
return "pushed her over the 
edge.” Edna travels to the Great 
Dismal Swamp of Virginia 
where she encounters Mama 
Mojo (Tianna Williams). 

"Please don't let me see 
him, one way or another,” Edna 
pleads with Mama Mojo to 
solve her problem of Monroe's 
return. 

Edna gets her wish, and 
Monroe is killed before he can 
return to Virginia. The message 
of "Summer Dreams" is "be 
careful what you wish for, be- 


cause you just might get it," Al- 
ford said. 

Audiences were encour- 
aged to participate in discus- 
sions with Alford and the cast 
after viewing the play and the 
motion picture version of 
"Summer Dreams." The audi- 
ence was given the chance to 
ask questions and share their 
interpretations about which 
parts of the story were real, and 
which were fantasy. 

Two scenes in particular 
left the audience split. One 
questionable scene was when 
Edna spoke with Mama Mojo. 
After the cast members dis- 
cussed Edna's desperation for a 
solution, the audience was led 
to believe that scene did hap- 


The other scene in question 
was when Edna encounters 
Monroe, which Alford said 
could not have happened 
based on the chronology of the 
tale. 

It did not matter which 
way people believed because 
there was no wrong conclusion, 


Alford said. "Sheri wrote it to 
have your own interpretation,” 
Alford said of "Summer 
Dreams.” 

Both the play and the film 
were directed by Alford. The 


film premiered at the Pan 
African Film Festival in Los 
Angeles earlier this year. The 
six-act version of the "Summers 
in Suffolk" series was per- 
formed at LSUS in 2002. 


Barbara Stewart and Charles Montgomery practice their 
lines during a rehearsal for the play “Summer Dreams.” The 
production included three showings that took place last 
weekend. 


